EVERYBODY'S   BUSINESS
is
NOBODY'S BUSINESS.
THIS is a proverb so common in everybody's mouth, that I wonder nobody has yet thought it worth while to draw proper inferences from it, and expose those little abuses, which, though they seem tnfhng, and as it were scarce worth consideration, yet, by insensible degrees, they may become of injurious consequence to the public, like some diseases, whose first symptoms are only trifling disorders, but by continuance and progression, their last periods terminate in the destruction of the whole human fabric.
In contradiction therefore to this general rule, and out of Sincere love and well meaning to the public, give me leave to enumerate the abuses insensibly crept m among us, and the inconveniences daily arising fiom the insolence and intrigues of our servant-wenches, who, by their caballing together, have made their party so considerable, that everybody cries out against them, and yet, to verify the proverb, nobody has thought of, or at least proposed a remedy, although such an undeftakmg, mean as it seems to be, I hope will one day be thought worthy the consideration of our king, lords, and commons
Women servants are now so scarce, that from thirty and forty shillings a year, their wages aie increased of late to six, fceven, nay, eight pounds per annum, and upwards, insomuch that tin ordinal y tradesman cannot well keep one, but his wife, who might bo useful in his shop or business, must do the drudgery of household affairs ; and all this because our servant-wenchefe are so puffed up with pncle nowadays, that they never think they go fine enough it is a hard matter to
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